
University of Stellenbosch Master of Philosophy (MPhil) 
Research Programme in Partnership with the Oxford Centre 
for Religion and Public Life (OCRPL) Application

PERSONAL DETAILS

Surname /Family Name: First Name: 

Title: First name as known: Other forenames:  

Date of Birth (dd/mm/yy):   Gender:  

Nationality (as stated on your passport):  Marital Status: 

Permanent Residential Address: Address for Correspondence: 

Telephone number:  Skype: Email address:

Spouse’s Given Name:  Gender:  Date of Birth: 

Dependent Children Given Names: Gender: Date of Birth:



QUALIFICATIONS 

Standard entry
A prospective candidate wishing to enroll for the MPhil Programme needs to be in possession of an 
Honours Degree in Theology (four years), or a BA and PG diploma/MDiv (one of the degrees most be in 
theology or religious studies) 

Your average pass mark for Postgraduate diploma or MDiv must be at least 65%. 

Non-standard entry 
OCRPL and SU looks for evidence of the candidate’s ability, research skills, background knowledge and training 
in relation to the proposed research - Islam. Professional experience, publications, written reports or other 
appropriate evidence of their accomplishment and potential to undertake sound research at postgraduate 
level are taken into consideration. 

Applicants must provide clear documentary evidence of their academic qualifications.

Please list the academic and professional qualifications you may have been awarded since leaving 
Secondary School. 

University, Institution, College 
or Professional awarding 
body, and Country 

Qualification Subject  Result/Level  Language Date Awarded  

RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS
Please provide details of any research publications that you have written/contributed to.



CHURCH BACKGROUND
If you are involved in a Church Community please provide details here.  

Church Membership: 

Please choose from the following: 

 Anglican/Episcopal      Assemblies of God      Baptist      Evangelical      Independent 

 Methodist; Orthodox      Pentecostal      Presbyterian/Reformed/Congregationalist      

 Roman Catholic      Seventh Day Adventist; 

If other, please specify:

Role in the church:  

Please give a brief personal faith statement and describe your Christian service to date. (Up to 500 words) 

LINGUISTIC PROFICIENCY
Applicants must be sufficiently proficient in English to complete the programme of study and to write 
assignments, undertake exams and defend their dissertation.  English proficiency of candidates may be 
achieved through - 

• Being a national of a majority English speaking country.  
Majority English - speaking countries are defined as follows: Antigua and Barbuda, Australia, the Bahamas, 
Barbados, Belize, Canada, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Ireland, Jamaica, New Zealand, St Kitts and Nevis, St 
Lucia, St Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, United Kingdom and USA.

or

• A minimum IELTS score in academic English of 6.5, with a minimum of 6.5 in the reading and 
written components. 

or 

• Successful completion of a full Bachelor or postgraduate degree from a recognized and accredited 
University where the medium of instruction is English.

Applicants will be asked to provide such evidence as is deemed necessary by OCRPL and SU.



First Language: 

Other Languages: 

Proficiency in English:  

Confirm the duration of your tertiary education where English has been the medium of instruction? 

If English is not your first language, have you conducted an English language proficiency test?  

If yes, please attach transcript (Language tests are valid for 2 years): 

If no, when will you take a test?  (We recommend you before applying for MPhil program, improve your 
especially English first.)

Test  Overall Grade/Score  Lowest individual score Date  Place  

CURRENT EMPLOYMENT1

Company/Organisation Name:  

Address of Employer:

Country

Category of work  Full time   or     Part time

Job Title:  Date of employment:

 Role and brief description of Key Responsibilities:  

Skills, training and knowledge gained from your professional work that have equipped you to undertake 
(or to embark upon) research at post-graduate level:

 

1 Please submit any evidence, i.e. certificates, documents, reports, letters, references, that indicate that you have acquired relevant skills, training and knowledge from your 
professional work to equip you to undertake research at post-graduate level. 



PREVIOUS EMPLOYMENT 2

Please list your most significant employment history. 

Organisation Address Job Title Dates Responsibilities

FINANCIAL INFORMATION
The duration of program is two years. However you only pay for one and a half year of study. OCRPL covers 
the cost of the first six months. The tuition fee that you pay is R 56,276 or US$3600. Please see the information 
pack for the breakdown of the fees. 

Please indicate in US Dollars how you propose to finance your research studies at OCRPL. Provide either your 
banking details, information from employer or proof of your scholarship.

(This must be filled in for you to be considered for Admission)

Source of Funding  Amount Raised  Percentage of Total 

Personal Sources:

Your Employer:  

Your local Church / Denomination:  

Relatives / Contacts:  

Scholarships / Bursaries: applied for / granted

Funding Agency:  

Amount still to be raised  

You can also apply to BarnabasFund/OCRPL for financial help. Please first explore other possibilities. BF/OCRPL 
should be your last resort. 

Please see a separate application on our website. 

REFERENCES
OCRPL requires a minimum of two, and normally three, satisfactory confidential reports that identify those 
features of your academic attainment, professional work, training or other experience which demonstrate that 
you have the aptitude, capability and personal qualities to undertake a resarch degree and the potential to 
develop the requisite skills, knowledge and training for research. For example, that you have the capability to 
critically assess evidence, to think independently and to develop competence in research methods.

To ensure you identify the appropriate referee a sample reference is detailed below.  – Please do not 
send these to the referee. This will be sent by the admissions team. 

2 Please submit any evidence, i.e. documents, reports, letters, references from your previous employment that will support relevant skills, training, and knowledge from 
the professional work revise as above



Person 1

Academic or Professional:

Relationship to applicant:

Full Name:

Title:

Position:

Postal address:

Country:

E-mail address:

Telephone number:

Person 2

Academic or Professional:

Relationship to applicant:

Full Name:

Title:

Position:

Postal address:

Country:

E-mail address:

Telephone number:

Person 3

Academic or Professional:

Relationship to applicant:

Full Name:

Title:

Position:

Postal address:

Country:

E-mail address:

Telephone number:



HEALTH/HEALTH INSURANCE

How would you describe your general 
state of health?

Have you suffered any serious illness or 
undergone medical treatment in the 
last five years? If yes, please explain: 

Are you currently on any prescribed 
medication? If yes, please explain: 

Please specify any physical or learning disability which might necessitate  
special arrangements or facilities: 

Physical disability Learning disability

EXTERNAL RESEARCH RESOURCES

To pursue research externally please provide evidence that you will have access to adequate 
facilities and resources to pursue your research in your locality, including IT and internet facilities.



YOUR PROPOSED RESEARCH INTEREST AREA
Your proposed research interest or question must be related to the broad definition of the aims of OCRPL and 
the MPhil Programme. 

Please briefly answer the following questions.

What motivates you to apply for MPhil programme? 

What are you hoping to achieve from your MPhil studies? 

How and in what area would your MPhil studies help your ministry?

What is it that you wish to do with your MPhil degree after completion?



Your essay:
To assess your academic ability, we need a short academic article from you, no more than 2000 words. 
Feel free to choose your own topic. 

Please copy your essay here: 



ADMISSION INTERVIEW
All applicants for enrolment into the OCRPL programme will normally be interviewed either face-to-face,  
by Skype, or by telephone conference. 

A written report of the interview is included in the applicant’s portfolio for consideration by the  
Admissions Committee.

DECLARATION
I confirm that the information provided in this application is true, accurate and complete: No information 
requested or other material information has been omitted.

  I consent to the OCRPL contacting the referees supplied. (Please tick the box) 

  Data Protection statement: I consent to the processing of this data for educational purposes under the 
provisions of the 1998 Data Protection Act. I agree that OCRPL may store and process by computer or 
otherwise, all personal information supplied with this form for the purpose of enrolment at OCRPL and 
registration for a research degree. (Please tick the box)    

  If I am submitting my application online, I will post a hand signed form with other documents after 
completing the online application when requested to do so by OCRPL. (Please tick the box)  

Full Name:

Signed: 

Date:

FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY: 
Language Proficiency/IELTS  Reference 1  Original Certificates  

Photographs  Reference 2  Research Topic  

Faith statement/Christian service Reference 3  Board of Studies  

Finances  Employer's Letter  


